Revised request for proposal Cement Creek
Barry_Hayhurst to: kgeraci, Susan_Hall 08/11/2011 05:41 PM

From: Barry_Hayhurst@URSCorp.com
To:

Cc:  Forrest.Sabrina@epamail.epa.gov, Cindy_Boyd@URSCorp.com

Please find attached the new materials. The two maps were sent earlier today in separate emails

As always do not hesitate to contact me with any questions.

Thank you.

This e-mail and any attachments contain URS Corporation confidential information that may be proprietary or privileged. If you receive this message in error or

are not the intended recipient, you should not retain, distribute, disclose or use any of this information and you should destroy the e-mail and any attachments or
copies.
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maps also are delineated on specialized maps; these specialized maps should be used if more
precise delineations are required.

Administratively Proposed Federal Wilderness Area

Areas |dentified Under the Coastal Zone Management Act

Critical Areas tdentified Under the Clean Lakes Program

Critical Habitat for Federal Designated Endangered or Threatened Species
Federal Designated Scenic or Wild River

Federal Land Designated for Protection of Natural Ecosystems

Marine Sanctuary

National River Reach Designated as Recreational : .
Sensitive Areas Identified Under the National Estuary Program or Near Coastal Waters -
Program

State Designated Areas for Protection and Maintenance of Aquatic Life
State Designated Natural Areas

State Designated Scenic or Wild River -

State Land Designated for Wildlife or Game Management {in some cases)
Unit of the Coastal Barrier Resources System B
Wetlands (in some cases).
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If needed, check Federal Register notices and other materials (e.g., state publicationis) to
update information about these sensitive environments. A list of specialized maps and other sources. -

for obtaining updated information is provided in Section A.4. Specialized maps may not be sufficient
to evaluate wetlands; professional judgment may also be required. :

SENSITIVE ENVIRONMENTS THAT REQUIRE PROFESSIONAL JUDGMENT
AND/OR SPECIFIC EXPERTISE TO IDENTIFY AND DELINEATE

The sensitive environments listed alphabetically below generally are not delineated on maps or
described in specialized publications. Identifying and delineating these sensitive environments
generally require assistance from appropriate Federal, state, or local agencies or recognized experts.

It may be necessary to meet with these individuals and/or provide them with maps and other site
information. Agencies designated as CERCLA natural resource trustees (see Highlight A-5, page A-
12) and state or local agencies that have statutory responsibility for or involvement in management of
sensitive environment generally should be consuited (e.g., state fish and game departments). If the
Superfund remedial program has a biological technical assistance group (BTAG) in the Region, the
BTAG chairperson may be able to identify appropriate agencies and/or individuals to contact. The
Regional Site Assessment Manager can provide the name and phone number of the BTAG
chairperson. '

COASTAL BARRIER — PARTIALLY DEVELOPED .

M Determine whether any coastal barriers (as defined in Section A.2} are at least partially within
the air and surface water pathway TDLs. A state coastal zone management agency, EPA's
Near Coastal Waters program, or county real estate officials may be able to offer assistance in
- making this determination. If no such areas are found, stop; otherwise, proceed to Step (2).

(2 Determine if any of the areas is a unit of the National Coastal Barrier Resources System. If so,
the area qualifies as a separate sensitive environment for HRS purposes and should be
evaluated based on that classification. If all areas in question are units of the National Coastal
Barrier Resources System, stop; otherwise proceed to Step (3). :
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Determine which of the areas meet the definitions of a partially developed coastal barrier or an
undeveloped coastal barrier (as specified in Section A2);

. The entire coastal barrier is undeveloped if it contains (on average) fewer than one
man-made structure per 5 acres of fastland area.

. A portion of the coastal barrier is undeveloped if it has at least 1/4-mile of

undeveloped shoreline on the shoreward side of the coastal barrier and the
undeveloped area extends through the fastland from the beach to the associated
landward aquatic habitat.

. A coastal barrier is partially devéloped if it contains (on average) one or more man-
made structures per 5 acres of fastland, but no more than 50 percent of the fastland
area is covered by one or more man-made structures per 5 acres of fastland area. A
coastal barrier that is more than 50 percent developed is not eligible for evaluation as
a partially developed coastal barrier.

Evaluate each of the qualifying areas as an‘undeveloped or partially developed coastal barrier.
If the same coastal barrier has portions that qualify as both undeveloped and partially
developed, evaluate either the undeveloped or partially developed portions, but not both (ie.,
do not score the same coastal barrier as both undeveloped and partially developed).

COASTAL \BARRIER — UNDEVELOPED

See subsection above, Coastal Barrier — Partially Developed.

HABITAT KNOWN TO BE USED BY A FEDERAL DESIGNATED OR PROPOSED ENDANGERED OR
THREATENED SPECIES : :

M

@

Determine whether any of the species (as defined in Section A.1) are known to be present in
and using suitable habitat within the TDLs (or areas of observed contamination) for the site.
Contact a representative of an appropriate Federal, state, county, or local agency (e.g.,
USFWS, NMFS, state fish and game department, state Natural Heritage program) or a
recognized expert to help determine if suitable habitat for any of the species exists within the
TDLs or areas of contamination and if the habitat is currently occupied and used by the
species. It may be difficult to obtain information beyond the known presence of a species
within a given area, distance ring, or surface water body. If it is not possible to document the
presence of one or more of the species within the TDLs (or areas of contamination), stop;
otherwise, proceed to Step (2).

Document all habitat known to be used by each eligible species within the TDL. Appropriate
documentation includes (but is not limited to): '

. A written or documented oral statement from a representative of the appropriate
Federal, state, or local agency (or from a recognized expert) that establishes the
presence. of the species within the TDLs or area of observed contamination; or

- Any other evidence that documents the recent presence of the species in suitable

habitat within the TDLs or areas of observed contamination (e.g., within a.5-year
period prior to HRS package preparation).

Ensure that a habitat identified as used by a Federal designated or proposed endangered or
threatened species (or a portion thereof) is not listed as a critical habitat for that species as
defined in Section A.2. if an area is a critical habitat for a Federal designated species, the
area qualifies as a separate sensitive environment for HRS scoring and should be evaluated
for that species based solely on that classification.
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HABITAT KNOWN TO BE USED BY A SPECIES UNDER REVIEW AS TOITS FEDERAL
ENDANGERED OR THREATENED STATUS

See subsection above, Habitat Known to be Used by a Federal DeS|gnated or Proposed
- Endangered or Threatened Specres

HABITAT KNOWN TO BE USED BY A STATE DESIGNATED ENDANGERED OR THREATENED
SPECIES

See subsection above, Habitat Known to be Used by a Federal DeS|gnated or Proposed _
““Endarigered or Thréatened Species. - -

MIGRATORY PATHWAYS AND FEEDING AREAS CRITICAL FOR MAINTENANCE OF
ANADROMOUS FISHSPECIES WITHIN RIVER REACHES OR AREAS IN LAKES OR COASTAL
TIDAL WATERS IN WHICH THE FISH SPEND' EXTENDED PERIODS OF TIME :

(1) Contact one or more of the following, provide them with the deflnltlonal criteria for these o
sensitive environment categories (i.e., as stated in HRS Table 4-28), and ask them#o " '
determine whether any surface water bodies within the TDLs meet one or all of the definitional

crlter:a
e _' 7' Representattves of agenmes deS|gnated as CERCLA natural resource trustees (see
‘ C nghhght A-5)
Te Representatlves of state or local agencies that have statutory responsibility for or

involvernent in management of the area or types of species of cornicern (e.g., state fish
A ~ and game departments), even if these agencnes are not demgnated CEFtCLA natural
v, resource trustees; and/or

e Ftecognlzed experts familiar with the area or types of specaes of concem

{2) Request written documentatlon {on appropriate Ietterhead) that the area of concerni-is a critical
spawning area and some information about the species and habitat(s) of concern (e.g., some
' *explanatlon as to-why the habitat is critical). The documentation should be legally defensible
for CERCLA damage assessment purposes. Examples of suitable evidence are provided in
o ‘Hrghhghts ‘A-6-and A-7). If these individuals do not ideritify any quallfylng areas stop;
R ‘otherwise, proceed to Step (3).

(3) Evaluate each quahfymg area identified as a critical spawriing area, mig‘ratory pathway, or
‘feedlng area. .

PARTIGULAR AREAS, RELATIVELY SMALL IN SIZE, IMPORTANT TO MAINTENANCE OF UNIQUE

" BIOTIC COMMUNITIES

(1) ~ - Contact representatives from State Natural Heritage Programs, state natural resources
agencies, and recognized experts to determine if any unique, rare, or otherwise ecologically
valuable biotic areas (e.g., old growth areas, pine barrens, bogs) are located within the TDLs .
(or areas of observed contamination) for the site. If there are no such areas within the TDLs of
the site, stop; otherwise proceed to Step (2).

@ 'Determlne if each area in question meets the definitional criteria as specified in Section A.2.
Four types of areas generally will meet the following definitional criteria for this sensitive
environment (note that other areas that do not meet these criteria may be eligible):

. Areas with a high proportion of species with highly restrictive habitat requirements due
to unusual natural biotic and/or at_)iotic conditions;
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. Isolated areas that may or may not have an unusual community structure per se, but
are particularly important to the continued existence of their biotic communities
because of their geographic isolation;

. Areas with a high proportion of locally endemic species because of a relatively long
- period of geographic isolation and/or are exceptional examples of *climax®
communities because of minimal human disturbance; or

. Areas that are vital to a species for maintenance of a community.

SPAWNING AREAS CRITICAL FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF FISH/SHELLFISH SPECIES WITHIN

RIVER, LAKE, OR COASTAL TIDAL WATERS

See subsection above, Migratory Pathways and Feeding Areas Critical for Maintenance of
Anadromous Fish Species Within River Reaches or Areas in Lakes or Coastal Tidal Waters in
which the Fish spend Extended Periods of Time.

TERRESTRIAL AREAS USED FOR BREEDING BY LARGE OR DENSE AGGREGATIONS OF
ANIMALS

M

@

such breeding occurs within that area. Support documentation may include defining the

breeding habitat requirements of the species of concern and demonstrating that the species

typically nests or breeds in large colonies or dense aggregations. Additional pathway-specific .

criteria include: : ' !

. In the surface water pathway, eligible areas are limited to terrestrial areas that are
used for breeding by terrestrial vertebrate species with aquatic or semi-aquatic
foraging habits (i.e., birds, mammals, or reptiles that consume fish or other aquatic
organisms that inhabit or might inhabit the surface water bodies within the TOL). Such
species generally correspond to those defined in Section A.2 as “terrestrial vertebrates
with semi-aquatic habits".

. in‘the soil exposure pathway, eligible areas are limited to terrestrial areas that are at
least partially on the area of observed contamination and are used for breeding by-
terrestrial vertebrate species,

. In the air pathway, eligible areas are limited to terrestrial areas that are at least partially

" within the TDL and are used for breeding by terrestrial vertebrate species. '
WETLANDS
(1) Determine if there are any wetlands within the air or surface water pathway TDLs. As a

Contact state fish and game officials, USFWS officials, or recognized experts to determine
whether any terrestrial species that normally breed in large or dense aggregations have been
obsen(ed_or are expected to be present within the air and surface water pathway TDLs or
areas of observed contamination of the site. If no such species have been observed or are
expected to be present within the TDL or area of observed contamination, stop; otherwise,
proceed to Step (2).

Determine if each area in question meets the definitional criteria specified in Section A.2 and if

starting point, use existing maps to delineate wetlands within the TDL. The preferred maps
are the NWI Maps or state maps of equivalent quality. If these maps are not available, use
USGS topographic maps or Soil Conservation Service (SCS) maps to initially screen wetlands
locations. o _
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. - Some wetlands delineated on NW! maps do not meet the 40 CFR 230.3 wetland
definition required for HRS eligibility. Highlight A-9 provides a guide to which
wetlands delineated on NWI maps definitely can, possibly can, and generally cannot
be presumed to meet the 40 CFR 230.3 definition of a wetland.

. Most wetlands delineated on USGS topographic maps meet the 40 CFR 230.3
definition. Because these areas are mapped based largely on aerial photographs,
wetlands less than 40 feet wide may not appear on the maps, and wetlands
boundaries are relatively crude. :

. Areas delineated as wetlands on SCS maps are based largely on the presence of
hydric soils and may not meet the 40 CFR 230.3 definition.

2 If the NWI, USGS, SCS, and/or state maps are out of date, verify the areas delineated as
wetlands on maps (e.g., during site reconnaissance). For many wetland areas, a photograph
will be sufficient documentation. Some eligible wetlands may not appear on any map. For
areas not delineated as a wetland on maps to be eligible for HRS evaluation as a wetland,
there should be adequate documentation (e.g., photographs, identification by a recoghized
wetlands expert) that the area meets the 40 CFR 230.3 definition. If there are no wetland
areas within the TDLs; stop; otherwise proceed to Step (3).

HIGHLIGHT A-9
ELIGIBILITY OF WETLAND CATEGORIES ON NWI
MAPS FOR HRS SCORING

R Wetiands Category on NWI Eligible as HRS wetlands?
Maps Yes? Possibly® Generally Not®

Emergent wetland
Scrub-shrub wetland
Forested wetland
Moss-lichen wetland

AN S

Streambed

Rocky Shore
Unconsolidated shore
Streambed (vegetated)
Unconsolidated Shore
(vegetated)

LN R NN

Unconsolidated bottom
Aguatic bed

Reef
Rock bottom d

SNANSNN

* Can be presumed to meet the 40 CFR 230.3 definition of a wetland,

b May mest the 40 CFR 230.3 definition of a wetland if emergent hydrophytes are present.

¢ Generally will not meet the 40 CFR 230.3 definition of a wetland, except for some unique types of wetlands
(e.g., some shoals or reefs). : :
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(6)

If historical data {e.g., an old aerial photograph) document the presence of a wetland, and the
S| shows that the wetland no longer exists, the area still may be eligible if the wetland was
eliminated because of site-related activity. Conversely, the area generally will not be efigible if
the wetland was eliminated for non-site-related reasons.

Under certain circumstances, surface impoundments that meet the 40 CFR 230.3 definition of
a wetland may be considered wetlands for HRS purposes.

. Surface impoundments constructed in an area that was previously occupied by a
wetland generally are eligible {e.g., if a natural wetland was used as a surface
impoundment).

. Surface impoundments that have inadvertently become wetiands may be eligible on a

case-by-case basis (e.g., a surface impoundment that has become a wetland due to
poor waste management practices may be eligible on a case-by-case basis).

. Surface impoundments created solely as waste management units generally are not

eligible. However, surface impoundments created both as waste management units
and as wetland mitigation areas may be eligible on a case-by-case basis.

. Surface impoundments created in an area that originally was non-wetland but has
become a wetland area due to site- or non-site related activities (e.g., altered
. streamflow patterns) may be eligible on a case-by-case basis.

Evaluate each qualifying wetland based on linear frontage or perimeter as specified in Section
8.16 and/or Section 9.6.

If the targets score for wetlands is critical for National Priorities List (NPL) listing (i.e., the site
would not score above 28.50 unless the wetland areas are scored), there should be adequate

- documentation that the presumed wetlands meet the 40 CFR 230.3 definition of a wetiand.

Delineation by a recognized wetlands expert may be necessary.

v *
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Request for proposal for Delineation of Wetlands and Characterization of Sensitive Environments along Cement Creek, north of Silverton, San Juan County, Colorado.

Base References:

1.  USGS 7.5 topographic map, Silverton, CO

2.  USGS 7.5 topographic map, Ironton, CO

3.  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Wetlands Inventory, Wetlands Mapper www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/mapper.html

4.  Code of Federal Regulations; 40 CFR § 230.3 (attached)

5.  Hazard Ranking System (HRS) Manual: § 8.16 Wetlands  (attached), 

6.  UOS Map Figure 1 – Tentatively Identified Wetland Locations with zones (attached)

7.  UOS Map Figure 2 – Site Detail Map (attachaed)

8.  Hazard Ranking System (HRS) Manual: pages A-26-A31 Sensitive Environments and Table 4-23 (attached), 

UOS seeks an experienced and credentialed wetlands delineator to characterize, delineate, and document wetlands and characterize sensitive environments along Cement Creek, north of Silverton, San Juan County, Colorado.

Cement Creek is approximately 7 miles long and ranges from 9,300 to 13,000 feet above sea level in a rugged area of the San Juan Mountains.  The drainage basin of Cement Creek covers approximately 20 square miles and average flow of Cement Creek is 38.3 cfs.  A dirt/gravel road provides access to almost all of the study area (see topo maps).  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has just published (July 2011) a wetlands inventory map for the area that is only available online.  Several small wetlands are identified on this map. An iron fen is also reported to be found in the Cement Creek drainage.

The delineator must be able to move about over rugged terrain at high altitude to accomplish the tasks.  UOS policy does not allow an individual to work alone in a remote area so the delineator would need to provide an assistant or work with the UOS project manager who will be at the site during the delineation.  (The UOS project manager has completed wetlands delineation training and originally planned to do the delineation, but the potential perception of conflict of interest has required that an outside delineator be retained for this task.  The UOS project manager will be available to assist in the delineation).

All tentatively identified wetlands that could potentially be delineated are shown in magenta on the attached Figures 1 and 2 – Tentatively Identified Wetland Locations and Site Details.  The wetlands in Zone 1 – Cement Creek downstream from location UASW059 to the wetlands below location UASW042 (immediately above Ohio Gulch) are designated for wetlands delineation.  

This area will also be surveyed and characterized for the presence sensitive environments as defined in the  .  Hazard Ranking System (HRS) Manual: pages A-26-A31 Sensitive Environments and Table 4-23 (attached), 

The linear extent of the scope of the job is Cement Creek from the Grand Mogul Mine (UASW059) downstream to immediately above the confluence of Ohio Gulch with Cement Creek (UASW042).  The lateral extent of the wetland delineation is approximately 10 feet back from the stream bed of Cement Creek, unless professional judgment indicates that a greater lateral depth should be evaluated at a particular location.  The lateral extend of the sensitive environment characterization is the valley floor, not to exceed a height of 50 feet above the level of Cement Creek without approval from the EPA task monitor or UOS project manager.

Zone 2 from Ohio Gulch downstream to the confluence with the Animas River and Zone 3 on the Animas River below the confluence with Cement Creek to Deadwood Gulch are a lesser priority.  Zone 4, wetlands above the most upstream sample locations, is the lowest priority.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The EPA is extremely sensitive to any costs for contract work and will actively review all charges.  An accurate cost estimate is essential for this task.  This job will be billed as time and materials.  Modifications to the budget will be difficult and will probably require prior approval before a cost is incurred.  Modifications to the approved work plan defined scope of the project that are requested by the EPA Task Monitory during field work will have to be documented in the field logbook at the time of request and the UOS project manager must be notified that day so that cost information can be immediately relayed to the EPA project manager.  The wetlands delineator contractor is not authorized to cannot negotiate any additional work, costs, or rates directly with the EPA task monitor.  All changes in scope and cost must be directed through the UOS project manager the day of the EPA Task Monitor’s change of scope.

The delineator will need to prepare and have on hand a site- and task-specific Health and Safety Plan (HASP).   UOS will not review or approve the HASP.  The delineator will need to provide proof of insurance prior to mobilization.

Access to any private property will be obtained by START and or the U.S. EPA task monitor.

Field work is scheduled for the week of September August 22, 2011.  First choice is the week of September 12, 2011.  Second choice is either the week of September 6 (Tuesday after Labor Day) or the week of September 19, 2011.  September is preferred for lower stream flow and less tourist pressure.

The delineator will charge expenses at government per diem rates for San Juan County, Colorado.  Receipts for food are not required and any lodging rate over government per diem rate will require an explanation and approval prior to purchase for payment.  September should present available government lodging in Silverton, Colorado.

UOS will provide a functioning GPS for location documentation.

The EPA Task Monitor and other EPA personnel and contractors could be on site during the delineation work.  The EPA Task Monitor is very involved in the project and the delineator must be able, willing, and prepared to work with the EPA Task Monitor.

The delineator subcontractor cannot subcontract any work out to another contractor.

Deliverables:

1.  A formal written report characterizing the wetlands and proving that the wetlands meet the definition in 40 CFR 230.3.  Appropriate documentation of field work including, but not exclusively restricted to photographs, field forms, and copies of field log books.  A draft report will be due within 3 weeks 30 days (one month) of completion of field work.  The draft report will contain at a minimum the streamside mileage of characterized and delineated wetlands and findings of sensitive environments in the study area.  The delineator will arrange a peer review of the draft report before submission as a quality assurance/quality control measure.  Draft and final report delivered in paper and electronic format.

2.  A draft map (topo map base) showing the aerial extent and classification of wetlands delineated that conform  to HRS wetland qualifications (40 CFR § 230.3)  along Cement Creek will be due within 30 days (one month) three weeks of completion of field work.  A draft map will be due with the draft report within 30 days (one month) of completion of field work.  The delineator will arrange a peer review of the draft map before submission as a quality assurance/quality control measure.  Draft and final map delivered in paper and electronic format.

3.  GPS coordinates of the beginning and end of wetland streamside segments with the calculated wetland streamside distance to be calculated in miles or fraction thereof due within 30 days (one month)  10 days of completion of field work.

4.  The draft report will be reviewed by START and possibly the EPA Task Monitor, and other designated contractors prior to finalization. Agency review time should not exceed 30 days.

5.  A remote possibility exists that the delineator could be called to depose or testify in a legal proceeding.  Approved travel and expenses would be reimbursed and the delineator paid for their time at their hourly rate.

Specifics of Proposal:

1.  Please indicate availability to do field work late summer August of 2011 (before September 23, 2011).

2.  Please include a resume of the person or persons who will be performing the delineation that includes their credentials to delineate wetlands and characterize sensitive environments.

3.  Please indicate that all work will be conducted under applicable OSHA regulations and that all field workers will have insurance.

4.  Please prepare a base summary work plan with budget for Zone 1 wetlands delineation work and evaluation of sensitive environments.  Please include mobilization and demobilization, travel, per diem expenses, hours, preparation of a draft and final report and map, and any other anticipated expenses.  Please include an estimate of days in the field.  Please complete the attached fee schedule.  UOS is seeking a fixed price not to be exceeded without prior approval time and materials contract.

5.  Please prepare 3 separate menu options for Zones 2, 3, and 4.  Please assume that the work would be done during the Zone 1 mobilization.  Please include hours, per diem charges, and additional reporting charges for each of Zones 2, 3, and 4.  Please include an estimate of days in the field for each of Zones 2, 3, and 4.  Please complete the attached fee schedule.

6.  Please indicate future willingness to depose or testify in a legal proceeding concerning delineation work to be performed.

7.  Please provide a proposal by COB Friday Tuesday, August 12 16, 2011.  Deliver in electronic format to Cindy_Boyd@urscorp.com and Barry_Hayhurst@urscorp.com.

8.  Any questions can be addressed to Barry Hayhurst (303-291-8270) or Barry_Hayhurst@urscorp.com

Text + 4  pdf non-attachments  (Figures 1 & 2 sent in separate emails).




